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The English-American political theorist and philosopher, Thomas Paine, in his seminal work, The Rights of Man had, with 

great insight noted: “A Constitution is the property of a Nation, and not of those who exercise the Government. (within 500 

words, Garamond, Italics, Size-12)  
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While a Constitution lays down a sound scheme for an effective, yet a limited government, it, at the same 

time enumerates certain ideals, which it expects the citizens to pursue, in order to achieve the common 

good. (Garamond, Size-12 and justified).  

 

The SC in the case of Union of India v. M. Selvakumar held that:  

 

“It is not in the domain of the courts to embark upon an inquiry as to whether a particular public 

policy is wise and acceptable or whether better policy could be evolved. The Court can only interfere 

if the policy framed is absolutely capricious and non-informed by reasons, or totally arbitrary, 

offending the basic requirement of the Article 14 of the Constitution.”  
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